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In its province are included all that relates to the wages of labor
and the earnings of capital; all regulations of trade; all questions of
currency and finance; all taxes and public disbursements—in short,
everything that can in any way affect the amount of wealth which
a community can secure, or the proportion in which that wealth will
be distributed between individuals. Though not the science of gov-
ernment, it is essential to the science of government.... If you trace
out the laws of production and exchange of wealth, you will see
the causes of social weakness and disease in enactments which sel-
fishness has imposed on ignorance, and in maladjustments entirely
within our own control.
And you will see the remedies. Not in wild dreams of red destruc-
tion nor weak projects for putting them in leading-strings to a
brainless abstraction called the state, but in simple measures sanc-
tioned by justice. You will see in light the great remedy, in freedom
the great solvent. You will see that the true law of social life is the
law of love, the law of liberty, the law of each for all and all for
each; that the golden rule of morals is also the golden rule of the
science of wealth; that the highest expressions of religious truth
include the widest generalizations of political economy.10
The students appeared to like the lecture. But the faculty
gave it a politely chilly reception which made George suspect
that he would not be invited to appear at the University of
California again. And, to his deep regret, he was not invited.11
Perhaps this was because of the following conscious digres-
sion, in which George expounded much of his theory of edu-
cation:
For the study of political economy you need no special knowledge,
no extensive library, no costly laboratory. You do not even need
textbooks or teachers, if you will but think for yourselves. All that
you need is care in reducing complex phenomena to their elements,
in distinguishing the essential from the accidental, and in applying
the simple laws of human action with which you are familiar.,..
All this array of professors, all this paraphernalia of learning cannot
educate a man. Here you may obtain the tools; but they will be
useful only to him who can use them. A monkey with a microscope,
a mule packing a library, are fit emblems of the men—and unfor-
tunately they are plenty—who pass through the whole educational
machinery and come out but learned fools, crammed with knowl-
edge which they cannot use—all the more pitiable, all the more con-

